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The sources of Italian, are not to be found in the
classical literature of Rome, but in the popular dialects
of Italy. English did not spring from the Anglo-
Saxon of Wcssex only, but from the dialects spoken
in every part of Great Britain, distinguished by
local peculiarities and modified at different times by
the influence of Latin, Danish, Norman, French, and
other foreign elements. Some of the local dialects of
England, as spoken at the present day, are of the great-
est importance for a critical study of English ; and
a French prince, now living in this country, deserves
great credit for collecting what can still be saved of
them. ilindiLstam is not the daughter of Sanskrit
as we iind it in the Veclas, or in the later literature
of the Bralnnans: it is a branch of the living speech
of India, springing from the same stein from which
Sanskrit sprang, when it first assumed its literary
independence.

Influence of Literature.

While thus endeavouring to place the character of
dialects, as the feeders of language, in. a clear light,
I may appear to some of my readers to have exag-
gerated their importance. No doubt, if my object
had been different, I might easily have shown that,
without some kind of literary cultivation, language
would never have acquired that settled character
which is essential for the communication of thought;
that it would never have fulfilled its highest purpose,
but have remained the mere jargon of shy troglodytes.
But as the importance of literary languages is not
likely to be overlooked, whereas the importance of
dialects, as far as they sustain the growth of language,